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the Sacred Heart in Louisiana, and had spent some time
by special permission, and with a view to studying religious
life, in the novitiate of the same Society at the Trinita del
Monti, Rome. The peculiar circumstances of her life,
and the immediate needs of Catholic schools in England,
led her advisers, and especially Cardinal Wiseman, to urge
her to found a new Teaching Order in that country.
At St. Leonards-on-Sea and at Mayfield in Sussex
Mother Connelly established schools which to-day bear
witness to the loftiness of her views and the efficiency of her
methods. A member of her Order has thus described its
ideals: *
" The educational ideal of the Society of the Holy Child
Jesus is that of its foundress, who at the same time that she
was consolidating her Order was laying down the lines of
the education to be given in its schools. This does not
mean that she elaborated any rule-of-thumb methods, or
even that she organised a system. She left as a precious
legacy to her schools an aim, an ideal, a spirit which, while
always remaining itself, adjusts itself to the needs of the
time, the locality, the individual child. Mother Connelly
stressed the training of character rather than the merely
instructional aspect of education. The Book of Stud$t$>
, compiled in 1863 for the guidance of the nuns engaged in
teaching, while it enters minutely into every administrative
and scholastic detail of school life, shows by its veiy in-
sistence on thoroughness and accuracy, and by a certain
virility of tone, what was her main preoccupation in draw-
ing up het schemes of work. Her sense of fundamental
truth led her to seek in education the reality which under-
lies life, for which true school education is but a prepara-
tion. . . . Certain points emerge quite early, for instancy
1 From manuscript notes kindly sent to the writer.